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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
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@BJECTIONS TO THE SGBLPTURE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ANSWEREB, 


Coritinued from page 46, 


IN my last communications 
on the scripture doctrine of elec- 
tion, four objections were brought 
into view, and answered. There 
are, however, several other ob- 
jections, which, as they have in- 
fluence in preventing the recep- 
tion of an important truth, de- 
Serve notice. ‘To thes@, it is pro- 
posed now to pay some atten- 


_tion. It is objected, 


5. That the doctrine of elec- 


tion is calculated to harden men: 


in sin, and tends to licentiowsness. 

This objection has, indeed, 
been virtually answered, by 
showing that this doctrine does 
not afford the sinner any excuse. 
Possibly, however, it may not be 
amiss to meet it more directly. 
In answering it, will it be 
theught arrogant, er ostentatious, 
to ask the objector, seriously, 
whether, if he were called to 
point. out those, among profes- 
sing christians, whom he consid- 
ers the most strict and precise in 
their deportment, and who carry 
their views farthest, with respect 
to those practices, which: ought 


to be avoided, as sinful, and with 
. I 


respect to that holy and exempla- 
ry walk, which christians ought 
to maintain, he would not look 
for them, generally, among the 
very persons, who most cordial- 
ly embrace this doctrine, which 
he says is of licentious tendency ? 
Is it not matter of notoriety, that 
the people, who embrace this, 
and the other distinguishing doc- 
trines of grace, however far they 
fall short of walking agreeably 
t@ their profession, are yet, gene 
erally, the very persons, who are 
most ridiculed and reproached, 
as rigid and superstitious, on ac- 
count of that strictness and so- 
briety, which they say christians 
ought to maintain, and which, 
motwithstanding all their imper- 
eetions, they, in some measure, 
exemplify ? Ifso, does not the 
fact prove, that the doctrine does 
not tend to produce licentious- 
ness in those whocordially receive 
it, as a truth of the gospel ? 
What, then, becomes of the ob- 

jection ? 
It may possibly be contended, 


however, that the doctrine has 
this unhappy tendency, with re+ 
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spect so some, by whom it is not 
believed. Such persons may 
take encouragement from it, to 
continue in sin, and to increase to 
more ungodliness. The possi- 
bility of this, it might be impru- 
dent to deny ; for sinners are, in- 
deed, often very inconsistent. 
But let us look at the matter 
candidly. A man reads in his 
Bible, or hears from the pulpit, 
that acertain part of mankind 
were, * from the beginning, 
chosen to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, ana 
belief of the truth.”  “ Well,” 
he says, ‘‘ the Bible tells me, or 
the preacher tells‘me, that some 


of mankind are chosen to salva-* 


tion. Now, for myself, I cannot 
believe this. It appears to me 
to be dishoncrable to God. But, 
if it be so, then, if I'am elected I 
shall be saved ; and if not I shall 
be damned ; and I will give my- 
self no farther concern about the 
matter. In short, I will contin- 
ue in sin.”? Is there any other 
way, in which the man, who does 
not believe the doctrine, can de- 
rive encouragement from it, to 
continue, and increase im wicked- 
ness? As to those, who truly 
believe the doctrine, not only ts 
it evident from fact, that they do 
not take enceuragement from it, 
to continue in sin ; butit is very 
plain, from the doctrine itself, 
that it can have no such tenden- 
cy. They know, that.those who 
are chosen to salvation, are chos- 
en, “ through sanctification, un- 
ta ‘obedience ;” and, * that they 
might be holy.” How, then, 
ean 1 they encourage themselves to 
persist in wickedness ? 
6. It iscobjected, that, if the 
doctrine of election be true, it is 
vain for sinners to use any means 











to obtain saivation ; for if they 
be elected, they w ill certainly be 
saved ; and if they are not elect. 
ed, they will not be saved, wheth- 
er they use them or not. 

This objection, it is true, is in. 
velved in some, which have a!. 
ready been answered. But, as 
objectors to the doctrines of the 
gospel, present their objections 
over and over again, in only dif. 
ferent forms, it is sometimes 
needful to repeat the answers in 
somewhat different language. 
And, here, it may be asked, why 
isnot the same objection urged, 
in regard to other things? It is 
generally acknowledged that the 
exact time, when men must die, 
is fixed, and certain, in the mind 
of God, Yet who, on this ac- 
count, neglects the means of pre- 
serving life ? It is confessed, that 
it is determined, by God, wheth- 
er the husbandman shall have an 
harvest, long before any means 
are used to ®btain one. But who 
draws the conclusion, from 
this, thatit is vainfor the hus- 
bandman to use the means ? The 
truth is, men know that, though 
their “days are determined, and 
the number of their months is 
with God,” yet, if life be pro- 
longed, it must be prolonged 
by means ; and that, whatever 
may be determined in the mind 
of God, if they would reap an 
abundant harvest, they must use 
méans to obtain it. Hence, in 
these cases, it,is not considered a 
vain thing to be in the use of 
means “But, sufely, it is not 
less certain, that, whatever may 
be God’s purpose of election, un- 
less sinners use the means of sal- 
vation; in other words, unless 
they come to Christ, 1n the exer- 
cise of repentance and faith, they 
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cannot be saved. In this case, 
too, there is far greater encour- 
agement to use the necessary 
means, than inthe other. There 
is a probability that, if suitable 
meas be used, a crop of the 
fruits of the earth will be obtain- 
ed ; but there is no certainty, 
But, if the means of salvation be 
used ; if sinners repent, and be- 
lieve the gospel, it is certain they 
will be saved. The doctrine of 
election, theny neither prevents 
the use of the nieans of salvation, 
nor the salvation of any one who 
uses them. To any sinner it 
may be said, ‘“* [f thou seek him, 
he will be found of thee; but, if 
thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee off forever.” 

Besides, when it is said that, if 
we be elected, we shali be saved, 
whether we use the means of sal- 
vation, or not, an absurdity is 
involved, which certainly is not 
chargeable upon the doctrine of 


election, but upon the objection - 


itself.. The doctrine of election 
neither asserts, nor implies, that 
men can be saved in their sins. 
On the contrary, the elect are 
chosen “to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth ;” “ through 
sanctification unto obedience, and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ.” The objection, there- 
fore, may be considered as a- 
mounting to this; ‘If we be 
elected to. saivation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth, we shail be 
Saved, whether we be sanctified 
and believe the truth or not.” 
This absurdity, let it be repeated, 
is not found in the doctrine of 
election. For, this plainly: im- 
plies, en the contrary, that, 
though a man be elected, he 
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cannot be saved, only in the way 
of sanctification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth. 

And onthe other hand, when 
it issaid, if we are not elected, 
we cannet be saved, though we 
use the means of salvation, it is 
implied, that, should one of the 
non-elect comply with the terms 
of salvation; that isy. should he 
repent and turn to God, he would 
not be saved. But, surely, there 
is no such idea contained in the 
doctrine. On the contrary, note 
withstanding the election of some 
to salvation, it remains an unal. 
terabie truth, that ‘* he who be- 
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be 
saved.’”? ‘ Whosoever cometh, 
shall in no wise be-cast out.” 
Some, it is true, will never be 
saved; but it is only because 
‘“ they will not come unto Christ, 
that they might have life.” 

One other objection, only, 
will be considered. Itis, 

7. That the doctrine of elec- 
tion is discouraging, and calcula. 
ted to drive sinners to despair. 

But, how cam it be discour- 
aging ? Whom can it drive to 
despair ? “T§ it not, on the con- 
trary, the very ground of all en- 
couragement ? Let this “ foun- 
dation of God” be removed, and 
where shall hope find any ground 

on which to rest?) It must stil 
ybe borne in mind, that sinners, 
eft to their own choice, ail refuse 
salvation, when offered to them 
inthe gospel. ‘They. will not 
come unto Christ, that they may 
have life. ‘Phis being the fact, 
how are they to be saved, unless 
God makethem wilimg ? And, 
whom will God make willing, 
unless, from the beginning, some 
have been chosen to salvation! 
It is true, the docirine of election 
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presupposes, that sinners are in 
such a state, as utterly precludes 
all hope, that they will ever, of 
themselves, do any thing towards 
effecting their own salvation. 
It must be admitted, therefore, 
that, in connection with other 
truths of the gospel, it is calcula- 
ted to lead men to despair of be- 
ing saved, by any works of right- 
eousness, which they have done, 
or ever will do. But, the sooner 
they are discouraged here, and 
brought to despair of salvation, 
without becoming united with 
Christ, the better. It must be 
‘observed, however, that the pur- 
pose of election did not place men 
in this state, it found them alrea- 
dy there. It did not place them, 
where there is no hope; but, 
finding them excluded from 
hope, it laid a foundation on 
which hope might rest. 

Let every sinner feel, what 
every sinner would feel, were his 
eyes opened to discern the truth, 
that he is naturally dead in tres- 
passes and sins, that his carnal 
mind isenmity against God ; and 
that such is his perverseness, and 
hardness of heart, that, though 
Christ calls, and offers him salva- 
tion, he refuses, and will not 
come unto him, to receive the 
blessing ; but that, if left to him- 
self, he shall continue to reject 
Christ, and his salvatian; let 
him feel this, which is-only to feel 
according to truth ; 
lection, or the determination of 
God to save some sinners be kept 
outof view, and what can possi- 
bly save him from despair? He 
sees that, unless God be pleased 
to interpose, in sovereiyn mercy, 
and change his heart, he mast 
inevitibly perish. Yet, if the 
purpose of clection be out ef 


and let e-° 
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view, he can have no reason te 
hope, that he will thus interpose, 
Indeed, if he believes that God 
has not determined to save him, 
and that he is unchangeable, he 
must believe, that he never will] 
so determine. Surely, then, he 
must sink in dispair. But, thus 
sinking, let the gracious purpose 
of God, to save some such guil. 
ty creatures, as he feels himself 
to be, come into view, and let 
him embrace it. as truth, and a 
gleam of hope instantly breaks in 
upon his dispairing mind. “It 
is, then, possible,”’ he cries, that 
God may yet have mercy on 
me. Some such willbe saved; 
and, possibly, vile and wretched 
as I am, I may be of the happy 
number.” 
So this 


doctrine furnishes 


ground for hope, respecting oth. ’ 


ers, and of encouragement to use 
means, for their salvation. When 
christiam$ see a child, a friend, 
or a neighbour, walking in the 
ways of wickedness, and refus- 
ing to be reclaiméd, were it not 
for this purpose of God to save 
some such guilty creatures, they 
might well despair of his salva- 
tion. But, knowing that God 
hath chosen some to salvation, 
and hath “ mercy on whom he 
will have meréy,” they may yet 
hope, that this perverse and stubs 
born child, or friend, or neigh- 
bor, may become a subject of 
divine grace, and be formed “a 
vessel of mefcy, pivpared unto 
glory.”? In this: gracious pur- 
pose of God, therefore, they find 
ground of encouragement te 
pray, and to use other means, 
for the salvation of sinners. 
Sometimes, almost a_ whole 
congregation, who are favored 
with the faithful preaching of the 
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gospel, appear very careless and 
unconcerned about the salvation 
of their souls, They evidently 
refuse the gracious invitations of 
their Redeemer, and will not 
have him to reign over them. 
Year after year, their minister, 
apparently, labours in vain, and 
spends his strength for nought. 
Well, therefore, might he en- 
tirely despair of success, were it 


not for the doctrime under con- 


sideration. Byt, knowifig that 
* God hath, from the beginning, 
chosen”? some ‘to salvation,” 
that ** he hath mercy, on whom 
he will have mercy ;” agd that 
it pleaseth him, ‘by the foolish- 
ness of preaching, to save them 
that believe,”’ he still labours in 
hope. “ Possibly,” he says, 
“ God may yetespour out his 


' Spirit, even upon this dreadfully 


stupid congregation, revive his 
work, and make this people wil- 
jing in the day of his power ; and 
so my labour shall nog*be in vain 
in the Lord.” Under such cir- 
cumstances,, How consoling it 
must be, to the faithful mamister 
of Christ, to know, that God hath 
chosen some “* to _— salggtion, 
through sanctificatiom: of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth ;” 
and that “ the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them 
that are his !” 

After jall, the reader may feel 
his heart rise in opposition to the 
doctrine of sovereign eternal 
election ; he may be much of- 
fended with the writer, for havin 
attempted to illustrate and defend 
it; but let him know, assuredly, 
that, unless * God hath, from 
the beginning, chosen” him * to 
Salvation, through sanctification 
ef the Spirit, and belief of the 
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truth ;” unless God do have mer- 
cy on him, because “he will 
have mercy,” he will perish for- 
ever. TRoPHIMUS. 
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And if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this proph- 
ecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the bock of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book. 


It has been thought by many, 


‘g@hat this passage affords a very 


strong objection against the cal- 
vinistic doctrines of saini’s perse- 
verance, and particular elections 
And, when brought forward for 
this purpose, has, many times 
perhaps, perplexed the minds of 
serious christians, who, though 
they have received the truth, are 
not, however, capable of remov- 
ing all the difficulties, with which 
it attended. In bringing this 
passage forward, at this time, my 
object is to show, that, on a fair 
and candid examination, it will 
be found to furnish no such ob- 
jections. 

The objector will ask, in the 
first place, Does not the lan- 
guage, used in this passage imply, 
that a person may have his name 
written in the Lamb’s book of 
life, and have a portion assigned 
him inthe holy city, and in the 
precious promises of the gospel, 
and yet, through some fauit of 
his own, fail of attaining his as- 
signed inheritance ? And how, he 
will further ask, can any one 
have his name written in this 
book, and have such a portion 
assigned him, unless he be a be- 
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liever in the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
‘He will conclude, theretore, that 
real believers may fall away, and 
to such a degree as to fail of in- 
heriting the promised blessing. 
In answer to this, I observe, 

1. Admitting that they may 
thusfall away, it by no means 
follows, that any of them will. 
The declaration in this passage is 
couched in the hypothetical form, 
and simply states what would be 
the consequence, should a certain 
offence be committed ; but it by 
no means asserts, that the offence 
will be committed, and, of course, 
can never prove, that any believ- 
er will fiaally tail of inheriting 
eternal life. 


2, Lhe offence here described. 


is of such anature as may be 
committed by those, who have 
never believed, as well as by those 
who have ; and indeed, it is much 
more probable, that it wilh be 
committed by unbelievers, : than 
by believers. There is nothing, 
in this passage, to restrict the 
commission of the specified of- 
fence to one class rather than to 
another ; or at least nothing, that 
can be supposed toconfine it to 
believers. Supposing then, an 
unbeliever should take away 
trom the words of prophecy, he 
would be guilty of the crime here 
ciesignated, as much asif it were 
done by a believer. If so, the 
part of the impenitent unbelicver 
roust be taken out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, 
gud out of the things written in 
tic word of God. This being 
the case, it is evident, that the 
phraseology m_ this passage does 
not imply, what the objector sup- 


poses, viz. that the persons, super 


posed to commit this offence, 
wust be real saints. ‘To make 
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the objection drawn from this 
passage of any force, it must be 
proved in the first place, that the 
offence here specified, cannot be 
committed except by real saints, 
and secondly, that some real 
saints will commit it. Could 
both these points be established, 
the objection, it is confessed, 
would be completely supported. 
But as neither of them can be es- 
tablished from the apostle’, 
words in this place, the passage, 
of course affords not a shadow of 
an objection against the doctrine 
of saints’ perseverance. 

The objector will now turn 
round and say, if the construc. 
tion, which you have adopted te 
evade the objection against per- 
severance, be the true construc. 
tion, will it not follow, that some, 
who never repented, and who 
never willrepent, are to be con- 
sidered as having their names 
written in the book of life, and as 
having @ part assigned them in 
heaven ? Or, rather, as this of- 
fence may be committed by any 
of mankind, does not follow, 
thatthe names of ajlare written 
in this kook, and that all havea 
part assiyned them in the good 
things promised in the word of 
God? What, then, he will ask, 
becomes of your doctrine of 
particular election ? Are not all 


~elected, one as much as another ? 


Ifthen, you will not admit, that 
this passage furnishes an objec- 
tion against.the doctrine of per- 
severance, are y@uinot constrain- 
ed to admit, that it furnishes one 
acainst election ? 

Insanswer to this objection, it 
must be carefully noted, that its 
whole force lies in what is suppo- 
wed to be implied in this expres- 
sion, take away his part. ‘Vhs 
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expression, it is supposed, implies, 
that a part in the book of life, 
and inthe holy city has been as- 
signed to these persons, or rather 
to all mankind, in the gracious 
purposes of God ; so that in these 
purposes, there is no ground 
whatever for such a distinction 
as that, which is supposed to ex- 
ist between those, who are ap- 
pointed to salvation, and those, 
who are not. But if, on a care- 
ful examination, it shall be found, 
that this expression, as used in 
this place, does not imply what 
the objector supposes, it will then 
be seen, that the objection falls of 
course. -'T’o make it evident, that 
thisis the case, I would observe, 
1. That the language of scrip- 
ture is not always written accord- 
ing to the rules of critical precis- 


ion, but with all the simplicity. 


and latitude of writings intended 
for the instruction of the ordinary 
classes of mankind. The term, 
take away, particularly, i® used, 
in many places, in such @ way as 
to make it abundantly evident, 
that it does not® imply, that the 
person was previously i posses- 
sion of what is said to be wtaken 
away. In drawing the charac- 
ter of a wicked man, it is satdy 
Job, xxiv, 10. He taketh away 
the sheaf from the hungry ; meaning, 
undoubtedly, no more than that 
he denies him food, or prevents 
his obtaining it. Jt is written, 
also, Isai. ti b. Mor beheld the 
Lord, the Lord of Hosts doth take 
away from Jerusalem and from Ju- 
dah the stay and the ‘staff. the whole 
stay of bread, and the whole stay of 
water ; Meaning, unquestionably, 
that he would deny them these 
things, at some future time, by 
withholding his blessing on the 
Huits of the earth, A similar 
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idea is communicated, Hos. ii, 9. 
where God, pleading with his 
people, says, Therefore will I re- 
turn and take away my corn in the 
time thereof, and my wine in the sea- 
son thereof. Our blessed Lord, 
also, used the term in the same 
way, whenhe said, Luke, viii, 
18. And whossever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that, 
which he seemeth to have ; for itis 
here supposed, that he had not 
that, which is said to be taken 
away. From these instances, it 
is evident, that the term, tafe 
away, is not always used with 
such a regard to critical preci- 
sion, as to imply, that the thing, 
said to be taken away, was pre- 


‘viously in the person’s posses- 


sion. It frequently means no 
more than this, that sucha thing 
shall be denied him. When, 
therefore, itis said that a part in 
the book of life, in the holy city; 
and inthe gracious promises of 
the gospel, shall be taken away 
from a particular person, we 
cannot, from thence, certainly 
infer, that he is really supposed 
to have had a part in these things. 
It may be, according to the lat- 
itude, in which the term is fre- 
quently used, that nothing more 
is ifitended, than simply this, that 
sueiwa part shail be denied him. 
Or, in other words, that it is 
equivalent to a declaration of 
this kind, he shall have no part 
in these things. ‘This construc- 
tion of the term in this place, is 
further confirmed by observing, 

2. That the language, © in 
which the punishment of the of- 
fence is here stated, 2ppears to 
have been very particularly ac- 


-commodated to the character or 


description of the offence. When 
the offence of adding to the 
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Scripturesis mentioned, its punish- 
ment is described incorresponding 
terms, as consisting in an addi- 
tion ofsplagnes ; but when the 
offence of taking away is brought 
into view, its punishment is said 
to consist in a taking away. 
These two species of offence, 
however, are both of the same 
nature, and deserve, undoubtedly, 
the same punishment: and the 
occasion of this punishment’s 
being expressed in such different 
ways arose, unquestionably, from 
an intention to accommodate the 
language to the specific character 
of the offence. 

If we suppose, that the apostle 
made use of his terms, in this 
place, with strict regard to criti- 
cal precision, we must necessa- 
rily conclude, that the two kinds 
of offence brought into view, can 
never be committed, except by 
two different classes of mankind ; 
that the offence of adding to the 
scriptures can be committed by 
those only, who are heirs of the 
wrath of God, and, therefore 
that it will procure for them an 
addition of plagues ; on the oth- 
er hand, that the offence of taking 
away from the sacred writings 
can be committed by those only, 
who are heirs of eternal life, and 
therefore, that it would he fol- 
lowed with an erasure of their 
names from the book of life, and 
an annulling of their title to the 
promised blessing. Such a con- 
clusion, however, is totally re- 
pugnant to every principle of 
both reason and scripture. No 
reason can possibly be assigned, 
why these two offences may not 
be committed by persons of the 
same character, and why the 
punishment of both should not 
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be precisely the same. It is per. 
fectly absurd, therefore, to sup: 
pose, that this passage was pen. 
ned with that careful regard to 
critical precision, which the ob. 
jector supposes, and of course, 
the construction of it, which has 
been adopted, may be considered 
as its true construction, consid. 
ering especially, that it is perfect. 
ly consistent with the manner, in 
which other parts of the sacred 
writings are evidently written, 

In view of the foregoing re. 
marks, we are now prepared te 
express the sense of the passage, 
in the following consise para. 
phrase. “ Anditis further de. 
clared, that if any man shall 
mutilate the sacred writings, by 
taking away from the words of 
prophecy, or inspiration, any 
thing which the Holy Spirit saw 
fit to insert, and persist in it im. 
penitently, he shall be forever 
excluded from inheriting any 
portion in that blessedness, which 
would be.connected with having 
his name written in the book of 
life, with being admitted into the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem a- 
bove, and with being an heir to 
the gracious promises of the gos- 
pel.” If, then, this passage, 
‘when fairly examined, and com. 
pared with the manner, in which 
the sacred writings are written, 
appeagg to have been intended to 
conve po other sentiment, than 
what #§ @mpressed in the above 
paraphrase. it must be evidert 
to every one; that it affords not 
the slightest. er@und for object: 
ing against those doctrines, witli 
which it has often been though? 
to militate. 
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SERIOUS REFLECTIONS. 


The mighty contest, which 
has been, for almost six thousand 
years, carrying on between God 
and his graml enemy, is nearly 
drawing to a close ; and days the 
most important since the creation, 
are fast approaching upon us. 
‘The last struggles ina battle are 
by far the most interesting, espe- 
cially, when the result appears in 
any measure doubtful. And as 
it is the duty of asoldier t@ sur- 
vey the field of battle, and to 
watch with carefulness the move- 
ment#of his leader, it cannot be 
thought idle for those professedly 
clothed’ with the Christian ar- 
mour, to look abroad on the 
moral state of the world, and to 
trace with circumspection the 
leadings of divine providence. 

i! To every considerate mind 
the events of the present day 
must appear unusually interest- 
ing ; and unassisted’ reason would 
be able to predict something great 
and ‘important at hand. But 
more clearly than this, the pro. 
phecies of scripture, a’ under- 
stood by the best interprétet®, des 
clare that these are daysf veh- 
geance ; that this is a period ef 
the most violent struggles of §a- 
tanto deform this part of the 
moral mb hae of Ge : 







dariness; to ice 
no more for a th@mean@ years. 
Dreadful “have beén the effects 
of this prince Of daekness, while 
for ages he has been walking up 
and down in the earth, like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he 
might devour. cripture teach- 
es, what reason would forebode, 
that his malice wiil be increased, 
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and his activity doubled by the 
consideration, that his time is 
short All the infernal arts, 
which he has learned by six thou- 
sand years experience, may be 
expected to be employed, in the 
most:ubtle manner, to ruin the 
souls of men, and support his 
falling kingdom. Varicus and 
almost endlessly multiplied have 
been the arts, which he has here- 
tolore successfully employed, ‘to 
deceive the nations to their de- 
struction. At one time he has 
fallen in with the effects: of tra- 
dition on human nature, inclin- 
ing mankind to some religton, 
and bid them worship the host of 
heaven, or bow down to stocks 
and stones. And this idolatry 
still holds its dominion, over not 
a small portion of the world. 
At another time he has new mod- 
eled revelation, and accommo- 
dated it to all the depraved in- 
clinations and corrupt desires of 
the human heart, and through 
theimpostor, Mahomet, has palm- 
ed it upon the world as a revela- 
tion from heaven. This religion 
also extensively prevails.  Prop- 
agated at first by fire and sword, 
it has taken deep root in the cor- 
ruption of huaian nature, and 
ds not the ai! of external vi- 

ce to Maintain its dominion. 
bg fortify himself in these two 
#8Fong holds, it is no doubt to be 
‘expected; that all the prejudices 
and corruptions of the heart will 


be brought into exércise, by the 


adversary, to oppose any exer- 
tions made to effect the teforma- 
tion of this deluded part of the 
world. 

In christian countries, the 
present age is too enlightened’ to 
relish the absurd superstitions of 
heathenism, andthe gross impo- 
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sitions of Mahomet, while the 
heart, remaining the same in all 
ages, aud in ail countries, still 
strugeles to get free from all the 
obligations of religion. Hence 
the present pericd ts famous for 
open infidelity, and a public re- 
nunciation of all pretensions to 
religion. The most brilliant 
talents have been employed, with 
all their ingenuity, by sophistry 
and ridicule, to overthrow chris- 
tianity ; and'to blot out from the 
consciences of men the hand- 
writing of God, which warns 
them of a judgment to come. 
Anditis to: be lamented that 
their exertions have been £00 
successful: To these, in connex- 
ion with human depravity, it 1s 
owing, that vice walks abroad 
unmasked, uncondemned and of- 
tentimes even applauded ; that 
the institutions of religion are 
neglected and contemned, and 
that youth aspire to honour by 
casting off all fear of God.” 
The friends and the enemies 
of religion appear to be taking 
their respective sides, and from 
the present aspect of things it 
may be apprehended, that the 
time will: soon come when the 
disciples of Christ will be more 
despised by a world lying in 
wickedness than they are at pres- 
ent, and when nothing but a 
hearty attachment to’ the divine 
Redeemer, will cause any to re- 
gard him or his institutions with 
the least respect. Happy he, 
who before this day of tempta- 
tion arrives, shall have secured 
aninterest in his love ; and shall 
thus be saved from being swept 


away by the overflowing of ini- 


quity. 
But whenever occasion re- 
quires, oor grand enemy can shift 
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his garments and appear as an 
angelof light. This pérhaps is 
his most successful artifice. Ne- 
ver was christianity more alarm- 
ingly threatened than by the 
establishment of ra ery, when 
under the mask of religion, every 
species of imiquity was exten- 
sively practised. Any modifica- 
tion of religion, which leaves out 
its essentials, is equally. destruc. 
tive with the most absurd super- 
stion or the most profane infidel. 
ity. Here is a source of danger 
in the present day in our country, 
and in the christian world gene. 
rally, and while much i3 to be 
apprehended trom the general 
prevalence of infidelity, perhaps 
no less isto be feared from heresy 
in the church. Those who be- 
lieve christianity to be different 
from the reli igiongot nature, will 
not need arguments to convince 
them that a disciple of Priestly 
cannot be afollower of Christ. 
But it is certainly true in our 
country, that disciples of Priestly 
are to be found professedly 
preaching the g@spel, of Christ. 
It is hardly possible to calculate 
what will be the effects of a re- 
ligion, whieh has men of talents 
engaged in its support, and which 
leaves unhumbled the pride of 
the human heart, while it prom- 
ises all the rewards of virtue, and 
is shielded from attack by the 
sacred, the stolen mantle of hoii- 
mess drawn Over it. 

In this state of things, the du- 
ties of Christians are arduous and 
important ; and while they take 
every measure to oppose the 


progress of infidelity and vice, 


they ought to be careful whom 
they bid God speed. They ought 
to draw a line of distincticn be- 


tween those who, in a judgment. 
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of charity, are true ministers of 
Christ, and those who sag they 
are apostles and are not. 

The events of the present pe- 
riod are interesting and instruc- 
tive, and the hand of God per. 
haps never appeared more 4is- 
tinctly in the dispensations of his 
providence. A few centuries af- 
ter the days of the apostles the 
pope of Rome appeared as God’s 
vicegerent upon earth, and impi- 
ously received what angels durst 
not, the worship of men. Dur- 
ing the reign of popery, the most 
bloody persecution was carried 
on as authorised by heaven, and 
crimes committed at which hu- 
manity shudders. Long before 
these events, this man of sin was 
accurately described by the pen 
of inspiration ; and“& was fore- 
told that he who had shed the 
blood of saints and martyrs, 
should have blood to drink. 
“And it is remarkable inthe late 
wars, that the weight of their 
calamities has fallen upon popish 
countries. 

In the present state of things, 
itis not to be expected that the 


, nations of the earth will-continue 


at peace with each other. Wars 
and fightings are the offspring of 
corruption ; and surely we cannot 
expect that the world will be at 
peace, while its inhabitants are 
daily growing more corrupt, and 
while they are deserving an in- 
crease of divine judgments, are 
themselves preparing to become 
the executioners of them... Things 
do not appear to have come toa 
crisis, and however desirable, we 
cannot believe, that henceforth 
swords are to be beaten into 
plowshares, and spears into 
pruninghooks, and the nations 
learn war no more. When infi- 
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delity and irreligion, by their 
general- prevalence ‘shall have 
sundered the bonds of moral ob- 
ligation, and loosed the restraints 
of reason, conscience and public 
Opinion, who can set bounds to- 
the enormities of men thus given 
upto the fury of their passions 
set on fireof hell. It is no great 
effort of the imagination to as- 
semble a frightful array of hor- 
rours in times to come, and to 
Suppose that we shall not be ex- 


-empted from the general calam- 


ity. But retreating under the 
wing of the Redeemer for pro- 
tection until the indignation be 
overpassed, it is more pleasant to 
contemplate in the present great 
and successful missionary exer- 
tions, the dawning of that day, 
when the sun of righteousness 
shall arise on all the world with 
healing in his wings, and the 
knowledge of the Lord cove? the 
earth as the waters do the seas, 
and to take comfort from the 
consideration, that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. 
AucustTing. 


FOR THE ADVISER. 


Messrs. Editors, 

A reader of your valuable 
Magazine was much_ gratified 
with the statement of the doctrine 
of election in Vol. 2d, number ’7, 
for July 1810, and has taken 
considerable pains to have it read 
by his friends, most of whom do 
not agree with the statement. 

An objection has been made, 
to which he would be highly 
gratified to see. an answer, viz, 
“ That if mankind were consid- 
ered as not only ina fallen, sinfal 
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state, but as having rejected gospel 
mercy before any were chosen 
through sanctification of the spir- 
it, then it must follow, that nei- 
ther infants nor those who have 
not heard the gospel can poss ibly 
be of the elect, because, they have 
not rejected the gospel offers.” 
To this it has been replied, 
that both infants and heathen 
have naturally hearts, which do 
reject the offered merc} of the 
gospel. In-answer to this it is 
said, * that arejection of mercy 
must imply an exercise of the 
heart in view of offered mercy.” 
Agreeably to their statement of 


election, mankind are considered ° 


only as ia a fallen state, when 
: 7] 


Sis 


Printe’s Sermon. [Marcx, 
some were elected to be atoned 
for and saved, while others were 
passed by; sothat it is not im. 
possible but that infants and hea- 
then may be of the elect. 

Question.—Does every event 
take place in consequence of 
God’s decrees by a natural or by 
a moral necessity ? Or in other 
words, is it nuturally or morally 
impossible that the non-elect can 
be saved? A true answer to this 
question decides another, viz. 
whether there is the same kind of 
impossibility, that sinners, who 
perish ean be saved, arising from 
the decrees of God, that there 
would be if no kind of atonement 
weré made for them. 
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Messrs. Editors, 

Tf you think the following extract 
from a Sermon, preached nearly 
70 years ago, by Rev. Mr. 
Prince of Boston, on the death 
of bis daughter, wiil te useful to 
sour readers, you will please to 
publish it. It may serve to shew, 
that there is a similarity in the 
dealings of God with his people, 
and in their exercises, from age to 
age. Ii is long ; but it is thought 
improper to abridge it, any furtber 
than by leaving out a few sentences, 
which do not affect the narrative. 

A CONSTANT READER. 


WHEN about to speak of the 
character of his daughter, he 
6bserves—** I am mere especial- 





you with some relation of them ; 


PRINCE'S SERMON. 


ly restrained, by what she spake 
to me one morniag early and 
alone, about three or four days 
before she died. Said she, with 
all the emotions of a grieved 
heart, ‘ Dear father, I have been 
told you speak te people in my 
commendaiions I beg you 
would nots;4.am a pocr, misera- 
bie sinner.. J don’t deserve to 
have one word said in my favour, 
pray sir don’t commend. 1 beg 
you wouldnot. You can’t think 
how grievous it is to me.” But 
because God’s dealings with her, 
both éefore and in her sickness, 
have been so remarkable, I can’t 
but think it will be for his glory 
and your advantage, to present 
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‘a which I shall chiefly shew er 
great infirmities, and the surprising 
display of Ais sovereign grace and 
power, in her last extremity. It 
was on Dec. 23d, 1723, when he 
frst gave her to me. As she 
erew up, he was pleased to re- 
«rain her from youthful vanities, 
tomake her serious, and move 
her to study the bible, and the 
best authors, both of history and 
divinity. ‘The Spirit of God was 
also pleased to work on her 
heart, by Dr. Sewali’s rninistry, 
for whom she had a high esteem, 
and by other means of grace: 
especially when she came to bea- 
bout fourteen years of age.; ‘con- 
vincing and humbling her, (asin 
a paper of hers she represents it) 
of all her sins, both original and 
actual; of their greatness and 
heinousness ; and of her need of 
a saviour ; enabling her, as she 
hoped, to repent of her sins and 
forsake them 3 to look on Christ 
asa complete Redeemer, to re- 
nounce her own righteousness and 
depend on his only ; and making 
her willing to accept of him; as 
offered in the gospel, as® her 
prophet, priest and king, to in- 
struct, intercede for, and rule 
over her.?- Upon this she was de- 
sirous of renewing her covenant 
in public, and coming up to all 
his ordinances. But her appre- 
hensions of her own W#iw6rthiness, 
and fears of eating and «drinking 
judgment to herself, discouraged 
aad prevented her, till July 18, 
1739, when she narrowly escaped 
being drowned in her father’s 
bosom. For as 1 had just ree 
ceived her into my arms in a boat, 
the boat sheared off, and I fell 
back with her into the salt water, 
ten feet deep, with which she 
vas almost filled ; and we both 


continued under it, out of the 
sight of her brother and_ second 
sister, looking on, for about a 
minute. And if a couple’ of 
strangers from Connecticut had 
not been providentially near at 
handto reach her quickly, in a 
minute or two more she had 
been past recovery. But now 
she lived five years and two days 
longer. ‘Being affected with 
this great danger and deliver. 
ance, she seemed to be further 
awakened and stirred up, to her 
duty of devoting herself to her 
divine Preserver, of walking in 
ali his commands, and living to 
his glory. And in consequence 
of this, at her own motion, she 
was, on Lord’s day the 5th of the 
following month, propounded, 
and the 19th publicly gave her- 
self to God in covenant, and 
came into full communion with 
us. When Mr. Whitfield came 
and preached in the fall of the 
year ensuing, she, with a multi- 
tude of others, was excited to a 
livelier view of eternity; to a 
greater care for her immortal 
soul ; and to a stricter search in- 
to herself, and a more earnest 
labor after vital piety and the 
power of godliness; and to 
make them more the business of 
her life. And now the most ex- 


perimental and searching writers 
‘were more diligently read, and 


highly valued. She now sus. 
pected all her former experiences; 
that her heart remained unre- 
newed, and that she had not 
rightly received Christ, until 
Dec. 13, 1740; when on a day 
of private prayer and fasting, 
those divine passages were set 
home with surprising and over- 
coming power on her distressed 
soul, in Matth. viii, Mark i, and 
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Luke vw ; And there came-a leper to 
dim, full of leprosy, whe seeing Je- 


sus, fell on his face and besought 


him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst makeme clean 3 and Je- 
sus, moved with compassion, put 
forth his hand, and touched him, 
and saith unto him, J will; be thou 
clean. And as soon as he had 
spoken, immediately the dcprosy de- 
parted from him and he was cleansed. 
With those passages of grace 
there came imto her such a sweet 
and raised view- both of the power, 
willingness, and will of this dear 
Redeemer to cleanse her from 
the leprosy of sin, and save her, 
as to satisfy her of it, and draw 
her tohim, in such ‘a manner as 
she never felt before. And she 
told her younger sister, that if 
she ever rightly embraced the 
Saviour, and was converted, she 
thought it w&s at that happy sea- 
son. Though this I never knew, 
till since her faneral, it being one 
of her infirmities to be too much 
reserved. Whether she had any 
apprehension ot the shortness of 
her life, Icannot tell; but Goa 
who knew itjseem’d to put her 
on redeeming her time, and ea- 
gerly improviag opportunities of 
hearing his word, beth publickly 
and privately, in season and out 
of season ; and in the stormbiest 
weather, as if she had—and every 
opportunity would be the last. 
Some people blamed her, as be- 
ing over diligent and eager: but 
she had salvation an@’eternity in 
view ; went on steadily without 
recarding such_ suggestions ; 
seemed to grow dead to the pres- 
ent world, and seemed to mind 
nothing so much as making her 
calling and election sure. Mr, 
‘Fennent’s searchiag preaching 
taised inher, as in many others, 


‘have humbly 


Prince’s Sermon. 
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a great and constant jealousy of 
being deceived : and upon every 
Spiritual declension, a cloud of 
darkness overwhelmed her, and 
inclined her to judge that she way, 
His insisting also, that without 
sanctifying grace, our blessed 
Saviour gi‘ es none a right to par. 
take at his table, occasioned her 
much perplexity. .< For from 
thence she argued, that. unless 
she kwew she had sanctifying 
grace, she could not snow she 
had a right; and to partake 
without énowing shehad a right, 
would not be to partake in faith, 
but in presumption, and this she 
had no righttodo. Hence when 
doubts of her state of grace 
arose, she dared not participate, 
and only attended with desire, 
and [ believe, with deep regret 
and self abasement. So tho’ her 
jealousies and fears were trouble. 
some, | am apt to think they 
were useful, not only to make 
her look more into and see her- 
self ; and make her more breken, 
humble and.careful ; but also to 
excite her prayers and labours 
after livelier degrees of grace, 
and the clearer evidence of it. 
Sometimes she had light and com- 
fort ; but I think oftener other- 
wise. This seemed to be anoth- 
er infirmity, that she was. afraid 
of comfort, lest it belonged not 
to her, and she should thereby 
be deluded. I think she should 
received every 
comfort, which the sovereign 
God, by the scriptures offered 
her ; to excite her thankfulness, 
love, praise and zeal ; encour- 
agement to go on in her christian 
course ; and care to guard a- 
gainst. ingratitude,. negligence 
and security. in her lively and 
pleasant frames, she wrote dowa 
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her happy ideas, and they were 
her choicest writings ; but after- 
wards, ina time of decay, she 
burnt them. And the reason 
she gave to an intimate compan- 
ion was, because, in case she 
should be suddenly taken away, ’ 
her friends would think her to be 
as good as those writings repre- 
sented. 

On Tuesday, May 29th, she 
was seized on a sudden witha 
sow fever ; and upon going up 
toher chamber, drop’d a word, 
as if she should never come down 
again. From the’ first she was 
more apprehensive of danger 
than any one else ; and tho’ con- 
cerned about her omey yet com- 
plained “of her stupidity, hard- 
ness of heart, blindness of mind, 
impenitence and unbelief, censur- 
ing and condemning herself of 
all good, denying she had any 
sanctifying. grace, judging she 
had been deceiving herself with 
the counterfeit resemblance of it. 
Though she had several surpri- 
sing turns, when she thought she 

was dying ; yet [ saw no very 
dangerqus symptoms, till Lerd’s 
day July Ist, at my returning 
home from the afternoon exer- 
cise ; when we apprehended she 
was hastening to her great change, 
= her mother thought herself 

obliged, im faithfulness, to tell 
her our apprehensions. She 
thanked her for her kindness ; 
but quickly fell into, great dis- 
tress, in the awakenicg views of 
anear eternity, and her being 
unprepared for it. With agony 
she cried —* ° Iam just going 
into eternity! And { have no 


interest in Christ, and I can’t 


submit, I can’t believe! O what 
shall I do—O dear sir, what shall 
Ido! &c.’ Ftold her there v-us 


no other way but to condemn 
herself at the foot of the all-suf. 
ficient, compassionate Redeemer, 
and there to lie and die, implor- 
ing the-mercy he offered ; and if 
she did so, | believed he would 
in no wise east her off or let her 
perish. It would break a heart 
of stone to hear her! O the hors 
ror of that night—it was one’ of 
the most distressing I ever knew. 
When I came to her early next 
morning } found her weakened 
and discouraged. She had not 
slept a wink; being afraid to 
close her eyes, scinr she should 
suddenly open into eternity- 
After some discourse and pray- 
ers she was persuaded to resign 
herself into the arms of Jesus, 
composed herself, and slept—on 
awaking was a little refresh’d, 
which I improved to encourage 
her. However her awful dark- 
ness continued, I reasoned with 
her about her former experien- 
ces, butin vain. .‘ O dear father, 
said she, you have better appre- 
hensions of me tham you should 
have. You don’t know what a 
vile creature _ I am; I have 


dreadfully apostatized from_ 


Christ; have grown exceedingly 
nechgent of religious duties, and 
Was returning to the world a- 
gain.” [told her we did not 
perceive it ; that I could not see 
those decays she spake of, to be 


inconsistent ‘with a regenerate | 


state, tho’ they were matter of 
deep abasement; and she should 
havea care she denied not the 
gracious work of God within 
her. She begged me not to 
‘ speak toher, or pray for her as 
a convericd person; but as a 
wretched unconverted sinner, who 
had closed with Christ from 
mercly sensitive and sclfsh me- 
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tives, as fear of hell, and not 
from the highest apprehension 
and love of him, as mast. desira- 
ble to. see and enjoy.’ I told her 
that Christ, as a compassicnate 
Saviour, had revealed hell to us 
that we micht be afraid of it, and 
by the fear be moved to fly to 
him, to Save us fromit; and this 
must therefore be a dutiful com- 
pliance with his gracious purpose 
—that thiskindness in discovering 
hell, with his concern and wil. 
lingness to save uSfrom it, is a 
part of his amiableness, for 
which we ought to love and em- 
brace him ; tho’ we should in- 
deed be excited by the higher 
mative of his personal excellen- 
cies: but, by her former experi- 
ence, it seemed to me she had 
closed with him from the ¥iews 
of these, as well as the other. 
She could not deny that § she had 
sometimes thought so ; but could 
see nothing of his loveless now, 
and concluded she had been de- 
ceived.” [ also argued . from 
her love to the house, and word, 
and people of God, and to his 
ministers ; from her peculiar 
love for those, whom she appre- 
hended to be the most eminent 
tor vital piety ; eSpeciaily those 
ministers, who most laid open the 
hypocrisy of the hearts of .men ; 
who made the hypocrites and 
formalists the most uneasy, and 
were most zealous for the power 
of godliness—as-also from her 
choice of pious companions, and 
ether hopeful signs of grace: 
but alito no purpose. And al- 
though the Rev. Dr. Sewall like- 
wise labored to resolve her scru- 
ples, we found that none but the 
Almighty himself could do it. 
Though we believed her to bea 
child of God, yet if his spirit did 


EManczr, 


not witness with hers that she was 
so, she could not see it, nor could 
we help her tothe view, and to 
him we were obliged to leave jt, 
Dr. Sewall obzerved to me, from 
his former acquaintance with her, 
that if. she should die in darkness, 
we should have good ground to 
hope that God had given her 
grace, and would take her to 
glory. 

I then changed the tenor of 
my discourse from day to day; 
and supposing she were not convert. 
ed, represented her case as indeed 
very dreadful, but not desperate, 
At several times, as she was, 
through grevious illness, able to 
bear, endeavoured to set before 
her the infinite fountain of mercy 
and grace in God-—how this 
fountain is open, free, and eter- 
nally overflowing, . through 
Christ, even to the chief of sin- 
ners—how he delights in over- 
flowing—how he thereby, gets 
glory to every person in the God- 
head, both Father, Son, and Spir- 
it—how he would be so far from 
losing any glory, that he would 
glorify more of his perfections in 
forgiving and saving her, than 
in rejecting and damning her. 
I also endeavoured to set before 
her the wondrous pity and con- 
descension of Christ, his offices, 
humiliation, tufferings, right- 
eousness, exaltation, power, grace, 
calls and promises—how touched 
with a feeling of her mfirmiti¢— 
how tenderly compassionate— 


# how ready to receive her ; bestow 


his righteousness upon her, and 
intercede for her—He need only 
say, ‘O Divine Father, here 13 
a poor guilty, wretched, perish- 
ing sinner ; for my sake be re- 
vaeded to her,’ and God would 


be “mediately recenciled—that 
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Christ only waited for her com- 
sing towards him, and, as the fa- 
ther of the prodigal, he would 
even ran immedliatély to mee 


and embrace her, intercede for 


and reconcile her, yea bestow 
himself, “his Spirit, and all his 
beneats and graces on her. Sue 
would reply—O she could not 
come to Christ; she could not 
trustia him; she could not be- 
lieve. Ltoid her, if she thought 
she could not come to him, nor 
towards him; he was come to 
her—he was come in shewing 
her her sin, danger, perishing 
condition—he had done abun- 
daatiy for her already, and was 
ready to do iniinitely more—he 
was now at hand, and looked 
on her, and she need only look 
up to him, and he would inter- 
cede and save her: or if he had 
given her a heart to cast herself 
down at his feet, and resolve, if 
she perished, to perish there, I 
believed he would. never let her 
perish there. * O, but this heart 
of mine,’ she said, ‘is hard, and 
my mind is blind, and I can do 
nothing.’ Itold her that to feel 
her utter.impotence and lost con- 
dition, and condemn herself at 
the foot of the Redeemer, was 
the gospel way to receive strength 
and righteousness from him— 
What could she wish for more 
than those gracious words in 1 
Cor. xi, 31. *“* For if we would 
judge ourselves, we should not 
be judged.” She seem’d re- 
solved to lie at his feet, tho’ she 
perish’d there; but no ray of 
light or comfort—nor avas she 
able to submit to die, till death 
appeared. 

My dear people, you must 
heeds be sensible of the great dis- 
tress of a father’s heart, putting 
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his soul in her soul’s place, for 
so many weeks together. Inces- 
sant prayers were made for her 
in public and privaie, by her rela- 
tions, and pious acquaintance, 
who dearly loved her ; but they 
all, till the last half hour of her 
life, seem’d unanswered. 

Some were persuaded God 
would not remove her, till he 
gave her light, and joy, and peace 
in believing. And these two 
things were matter of thankful- 
ness; of hope and comfort to 
us. Ist. Phat God was pleased 
to continue to her all along, 
when she was quite awake, the 


clear exercise of her understand- , 


ing; with great calmness and 
composure, unless, now and 
then.in some sudden apprehen- 
sion of dying. 2d. That he 
was pleased to enable her con- 
stantly to bear his hand with 
meekness, patience and humility, 
condemning and abasing her- 
self, and justifying him; yea, 
almost continually, upon the 
smallest instances of bodily relief, 
or kindness of others, tenderly 
repeating it—‘ O how good is God ! 
O how goodis God!’ So running 
upevery comfort to him. But 
in such perplexing darkness she 
continued wll Friday; July 20th, 
about sunset, when with surprise, 
she entered the valley of the 
shadow of death. About 5 in 
the afternoon, I was hastily cal. 
led up, and found her in great 
distress for want of breath--No 
doubt she was actually dying, 
tho’ it was hidden from me. I 
asked her if she was yet enabled 
to resign to the disposal and arms 
of Christ? She replied—* she 
hoped she was in a great measure ;” 
which was more than I had heard 
from her. Aficr prayer, and 
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some discourse; she was a little 
relieved, and we left her to com- 
poze jerself to sleep. But, 
sleening a few minutes, sne wak- 
ed inthe stroag agonies of death, 
and was in great agonies all ihe 
time Dr. Sewall was at prayer ; 
but. blessed be God, in her full 
senses. When he had left her, 
I ‘told her, the physician said he 
could dono more, and we must 
resizn her to the arms of mercy. 
Upo n this she surprising! y and 
calmly composed herself to die ; 
but now had no strength to speak 
—her breath failing, she shut her 
eyes and seemed to be dying 
away. Now was the most dis- 
mal time of all! To see her ce- 
part in darkness, without any 
ciaam of light or comfort ! 
Looking on her, I said, ‘ Dear 
child, we shall never hear her 
eyeak. one word more !’ O 
the distressin theroom! But in 
the height thereof, while I was 
holding her arm in my hands, in 
three or four minutes, to our 
great surprise, she opened her 
eyes, and with an inward, inter- 
rupted speech, through great 
difficulty, for want of breath and 
strength, she had just time to 
whisper tome in a new lahguage ; 





which she expressed with great . 


earnestness, exerting herself . 
the utmost, and-so as to be hear 

by feur or five who stood eee 
to her. 
Jesus with, all my heart! 
such amiableness, 
dleness in him, I prize him above 
a thousand worlds! All the de- 
lights and pleasures of the world 
are nothing to him!’ I asked 
her if she could now resign her- 
self to his arms? She repited— 
*O yes, I believe in him, I ‘re- 
joice in him ; and I rejoice in all 


I see 


from Mr. Prince’s Sermon. 


¢*O, I love the Lord . 


such an amiaé, 
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[Mi ances, 


the agonies I have borne! And 
tell the young people of it—tel] 
such aone, and such a one, and 
such a one, and all the society, 
for the strengthening of their 
faith, and their encouragement to 
go on—teli such an one not to 
mind the vanities of the world, 
but seek to make her hope strong. 
er—tell such an one to live near to 
God, and live nearer to him— 
tell such an one not to be 8o care. 
ful about worldly matters ;_ but 
to be more careful after Christ 
and grace’—and having deliver. 
ed the like pertinent and pathetic 
messages for five others, I then 
asked her—‘ Well, my dear child, 
what have you to say to me’—~ 
‘ O sir,’ said she, ‘that you may 
be more fervent in your ministry, 
and in exhorting and expostulat- 
ing with sinners.’ | All the while 
she said these things, in the burn- 
ing-exercice of love to. Vhrist and 
souls, I felt the strong convul. 
sions, and trembling agonies of 
death in her arm—and as soon a3 
she had finished her said wish for 
» finding her life going, che 
had only so much breath remain- 
ing as just to say—* And now, 
Lord Jesus, receive f “y spirit.’ 
Letting her hand fall wack and 
dying away. We prayed, and 
whiie we were, in prayer, resign- 
ing her soul to Jesus, she, with- 
out a groan, or sob, breathed it 
into his bosom. I_ repeated 
the words as she delivered them, 
so asthe rest in the room might 
know them... And never did | 
see so much distress, especially 
round a dying bed, on a sudden 
turn into so much joy. 1 could 
scarce have thought it possible 
before, thata father, a mother, 
a brother and sisters could have 
been so transported im the ez- 
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piring moments of one so near 
} aid ‘dear to them. 
O the mighty power of God ! 
: O the adorableness of his sove- 
, reign pleasure! O the amazing 
; depths of his wisdom! O the 
) wonders of his pity and grace ! O 
2 the tenderness and loveliness of 
f the dear Redeemer ! «What irre- 


and love, and choose .and seek 
him, and relinquish every crea- 
ture as loss'and dross and dung, 
% incomparison with him? And 
O what enlivening arguments 
are here, in the thidst of the 
© Gi thick darkness, like the belly of 
heli, to hope and wait, to the lJat- 
est breath of life, for mercy and 
salvation! Never let a poor, 
‘Y disconsolate soul, from this time, 


's HMM despair in the mercy &ud power 
2 of God—while it feels nothing 
<9 ese but guilt, and filth, and im- 
"4 potence, and wretchedness end 
P ruin within itse/f. O the glory 
if and divinity of the true religion 


. Bg of the blessed Jesus! To see even 
‘an a feeble, tender, dark and self con- 


‘4 demned soul, patiently and meek- 
* ly bearing all the anguish of a 
~~ @gcomstant fever, with its restless 
>) Maights, ate) mpanied with fears 
fH of death ad eternal misery, for 
nd t 

id wen weeks and a halt together ; 
oa humbly justifying the holy God, 
hy. and continually admiring his 
ta goodnessto her: And after all 
fh her earnest desires of life, that 


the might have a further season 
of making sure of a happy eter- 
uity, till she came into the ago- 


I 
nies of death; yet then, at once, 
oo 0 loose her inate. and even re- 


jice in her agonies—yea chief- 
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es ly’ to employ her few expir- 
me  mMomeats in Sages: 

ihe her: dying concern for their 
alvation, Who were outhiving 


A Fictitious Dream. 


sistible reason is here, to admire - 


‘ 
her ; is thisin the power of 
nature ; or of any mere ereature ? 
Or is it not the ‘clearest evidence 
of a power divine ; a bright dis- 
play of tne excellence of Christ 
and his religion, and a pleasing 
demonstration of its happy re- 
ality.’’ 
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A FicTITIOUs | DREAM AROUT 
FACTS >; OR, OC CURRENCES ‘OF 


o ; 
EV ERY DAY. 


A scene which I beheld in my 
sleep, some time ago, has occu- 
pied my waking thoughts ever 
since. As the circumstances 
which then seemed to happen, 
certainly take place every. day, 
the recital may both please and 
edify,, and stamp a_ solemnity 
upon time, which was not ob.erv- 
edbefore. ‘The remembrance of 
ithas both moderated my joy 
and regulated my sorrow, upon 
various occasions, 

In my sleep, I supposed my- 
self seated in a balloon, and car- 
ried up an immense height into 
the air, when all at once it be- 
came stationary. An angel then 
presented me with a telefcope 
and anear trumpet. “ With the 
one,” said he, * you will be able 
to see everything that happens 
today in one ha'f of the world ; 
the other vill convey the words 
spoken by the persons you see.” 

When I me my eye to the tel- 
ope, the scere which was pre- 
sented was grand beyond cor- 
eption ; and the glass had this 
peculiar property, that it dis- 
closed the transactions which seme 
sed within the houces, as weil a 
withonr them. The vanes 
which [ beheld in the various 
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countries of the world, the num- 
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berless cities, towns, villages, 
palaces, &e. filled my mind with 
such confusion, that I could not 
‘for some time fix my attention 
upon any particular spot, so as 
to observe what was going for- 
ward. 

The first object to which I 
particularly directed my atten- 
tion was, a prince sitting in his 
bed chamber, who, for the first 
time, had felt the symptoms of a 
mortal disease. ‘There ! ‘There !”” 
said he, * is a summons to leave 
all my pleasures, my riches, my 
honours ! How quickly have my 
days passed away! Life appears 
only like a dream !” He sends 
for his physician, who feels his 
pulse, At first his countenance 
indicated alarm. ‘The prince, 
perceiving this, hastily asked his 
opinion. This he declined, but 
advised him to retire to bed; 
there I saw him laid, and there I 
left him, to turn my glass to- 
wards some other object. 

In an adjoining house I per- 


»?> 


ceived a large company assem- 


bled to congratulate the family 
in consequence of a large for- 
tunes which had been left them 
by an uncle, who had died a few 
days before.» Their mirth was 
excessive. Wines and all the 
delicacies of the seavon were pre- 
sented ; when they drank to the 
memory-of the deceased, without 
tegretting his removal. None 
remarked the transitory nature 
ef temporal things, nor warned 
the family not to trust in uncer- 
tain chan: but in the living 
God, who isthe only permanent 
possession. 

A ship at sea, in a furious 
Storm, next attracted my 
tion ; it was full of passencers. 
‘hese were in the utmost pertur- 
Palion, every moment expecting 
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a watery grave! I beheld a hus. 
band clasping his beloved wife iy 
his arms, several children cling. 
ing to their father, begging him 
to save ther ; his silent sighs 
and tears strongly expressed his 
inability. Ina s few minutes the 
vessel was invisible, and every 
soul on board had perished. 

I then looked toa humble cot. 
tage, the master of which was 
reading the 14th chapter of the 
gospel by saint John. I cver- 
heard him say, “ My soul doth 
magnify the Lord; and all that 
is within me is stirred up to 
praise him.’”” He Jaid down the 
book, and looking towards heav- 
en, said, ** My soul seems as if 
within the veil, viewing my dear. 
ly beloved Lord, w ho loved me, 
and gave himself forme. ‘Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly !” 
“‘ Happy man !” said 1, “ thrice 
happy man! The aggregate 
riches of both the Indies could 
not give rise to such life, joy, 
and peace. Inafew more hours, 
or years, that humble, unnoticed 
cottager shall stand before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 
and join for ever in the hallelu- 
jahs of the glorified !” 

How differently is yonder mi- 
ser employed, counting his mo- 
ney in that garret, trembling lest 
it should be seized by the hands 
of some robber |! But I perceive 
a danger of which he is not a- 
ware; the under story of his 
house is in flames ; but his at- 
tention to his treasure prevents 
his perceiving it, till too late to 
excape. He leaps from the win- 
dow, is killed on the spot ; and 
his property is consumed by the 
undistinguishing fire. My soul! 
Set thy aff ection on things that 
are above, where destruction shail 

folever ; 
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separation from the object of thy 
affections can never happen. 

I next turned to a gaming 
company. ‘l’o appearance they 
were all happy and cheerful. 
Some were losing, others gain- 
ing. A thoughtless young man 
lost his whole property at one 
throw of the dice! He slipped 
away to another apartment, and 
seemed ready to tear out his very 
heart. He hadseveral brothers 
and sisters entirely dependent 
upon him for support, who had 
all been brought up in the first 
style. How to reveal his ruin to 
his friends he knew not; but do 
ithe must. He called the gen- 
tleman aside who had gained his 
property, and begged himasa 
friend, to allow him only to re- 
tana few thousand pounds, to 
prevent his utter ruin ; but the 
love of money rendered this gen- 
tleman deaf to his proposal. 

I saw a stack of chimnies 
blown down in one of the prin- 
cipal streets in Vienna, and five 
or six persons were buried in the 
rubbish! The relations of one 
of them lived on the other side 
of the street. It was affecting to 
hear their shrieks, and observe 
their anguish ! 

In an upper room of a house 
in Berlin, I observed an affec- 
tionate mother taking leave of 
her numerous weeping children. 
She committed them to the caré 
of her heavenly Father ; com. 
mended the amazing love of 
God in his Son Jesus to their 
constant consideration ; charged 
them to depart from iniquity, 
and to live obedient to their God ; 


_ declaring, if they did not, her in- 


structions and warnings would 
Witness against them in the day 
ef God. She stopped suddenly, 
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closed her eyes, saying, * I go to 
God my Savior !” and died. 

In South America, I beheld 
ten captives dragged to the 
mines, to remain under ground 
for life. As they entered the 
mouth of the- pit, they looked 
back to the sun with sorrowful 
countenances, to bid a final adieu 
to that fair luminary. I follow- 
ed them with an eye of pity many 
hundred yards down, and saw 
them instantly put to work. 

I next viewed a ship wrecked 
upon a barbarous coast. The 
mariners reached the shore with 
nothing more than their lives. 
‘They scrambled up the rocks, 
and witnessed their vessel beat 
into a thousand pieces. A party 
of savages appeared from behind 
some bashes, and barbarously 
slew these forlorn strangers. 
Perhaps at this very time the 
parents of some of them were in 
the midst of merriment, igno- 
rant of the awful situation of 
their sons ; others looking anx- 
iously every day for the arrival 
of this ship, in which was a be- 
loved father or brother, whom 
they had not seen for many years ; 
nor will they ever be able to ob- 
tain intelligence respecting their 
fate. . 

Here, iS person put into pris- 
on, who lived in aflluence and 
respectability all his days. He 
never, till now, Was in a room 
from which he could not, or durst 
not, depart. His tamily at home 
resolve to visit him, but are de- 
nied admission ; even a letter 
dare not prss between him and 
his dearest friends. True, his 
own folly -brought him to this 
misery ; but stil he has the feel- 
ings of a man. 
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There, isa merchant lamenting 
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the loss of a valuable ship and. 


cargo. Here, one rejoices in the 
safe arrival of his vessel, and 
hopes for abundant profit from 
the sale of his goods. ~Here is 
one hurled from the pinnacle of 
opulence, into the valley of pov- 
erty. Here isa court favourite 
thrown into disgrace ; and anoth- 
er is raised to his place. In that 
palace lies the man who made the 
world to tremble, unable to move 
himself upon his bed, ready to 
experience death, which he often 
inflicted without remorse upon 
others! Thousands are preparing 
to congratulate his successor the 
moment his breath is gone. He 
receives no wholesome admoni- 
tion respecting that eternity into 
which he is about to enter. To 
himt-it is a leapin the dark. His 
nymberless avocations . during 
health, left him no leisure to look 
into the word cof truth for im- 
struction about his soul’s salva- 
tion ; he waited for a more con- 
venient season: while foolishly 
doing so, the heavenly decree 
that he should die went forth 
from the Lord. He sickened, 

he trembled, he se he 
died. 

_ Inthat house to whieh I now 
look, lives a family overwhelmed 
with poverty ; they have not a 
morsel to eat; being strangers 
ia the town, they have no friends 
to apply to for assistance. Hav- 
ing seen better days, their situa- 
tion is more distressing. A few 
doors from them I see a family 
living in the utmost profusion ; 
their dishes at table are so nume- 
rous, they can hardly taste half 
of them, and yet they are not 
thankful! They say,‘ ** This 
fowlis too old ; that one is not 
well cooked ; this pudding 1s 


bad ; and that trifle is intole:; 
ble.” 
not bear with the constant ingrat- 
itude of such creatures ; yet God 
has patience to bear with such 
persons for many years; but if 
his goodness does not lead them 
to repentance, his wrath will be. 
gin to burn. 

Now the angel* who provided 
the telescope and trumpet, made 
his appearance. He asked me 
how many people were at this 
moment, within my view, in the 
agonies of death ? After turning 
my glass to twenty or thirty ci- 
ties, I said I supposed there 
might be twenty thousand in all 


the kingdoms which were visible. 


“© Ah,’’ said he, * there are more 
than a hundred thousand who 
will not live twenty four hours ! 
There are also many thousands 
ofthese people who are runninz 
about in perfect health, who wiil 
be dead before the week éxpires !” 

He remarked, that God was 
every minute creating hundreds 
of souls and bodies for their hab- 
itation, and summoning about 
the same number to appear at his 
judgment bar. *Huad you powers 
capable of distinguishing spirits, 
you would perceive a constant 
flight of souls leaving the world ; 
some for the mansions of the 
blessed; others bound for the 
abodes of the wretched ! 

The angel, after taking from 
me the telescope and trumpet ad- 
vised me to dwell as a pilgrim 

fand stranver in that miserable 
world, till my time for departing 
should come; daily 
the cireful effects which sin has 
produced ; to forsake every evil 
way myself, and warn others to 
do the same; agsuriaug them, 
irom God’s word, that: believers 
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The patience of Job could . 


to bewail 
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,esus, have the promise of the 
life that now is, and the life that 
isto come. —_** Go in peace,” 
said he, ** and may the God of 
love and peace be with you.” 

On this I awoke, and, behold, 
itwas a dream. But, surely, 
there has not been a day Since 
the world was generally peopled, 
but similar scenes have taken 
place. Such contemplations have 
certainly a practical tendency ; 
if they have not this effect, we 


are mere speculators. 
Gos. Treas. 


VANITY OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 


A remarkable instance of the 
unsatisfactory nature of all world- 
ly prosperity, and a confirmation 
of Solomon’s maxim, Eccl. ch. 
i. is afforded by the emperor 
Septimus Severus. ‘ Omnia fui, 
et nihil expedit.” ‘ 1 have been 
all things, and all is of little 
value,” was his declaration after 
having been raised from an hum- 
ble station to the imperial throne 
ef Rome, and the sovereignty of 
the world. 


| 


DR. CILL. 


This learned divine once 
preaching on human inability a 
gentleman present was much 
offended, and took him to task 
for degrading human nature. 
“Pray, sir,’’ said the doctor, 
“what, do ‘you think men can 
contribute to their own conver- 
sion ??? He enumerated a variety 
ef particulars. “ And have you 


done all this ?”” said the doctor. 
“Why, no; I can’t say I have 
yet; but I hope I shall begin 
soon.” ‘If you have these 
things in your‘power, and have 
not done them, you deserve to 
be doubly damned ; and are but 
ill qualified to be an advocate 
for free will, which has done you 
so little good. 


DEATH-BED OBSERVATIONS OF A 
MR. SHEPHERD TO YOUNG 
MINISTERS. 


After observing to them their 
work was great, and called for 
great seriousness, he told them 
three things. First, That the 
studying of every sermon cost 
himtears. Secondly, Before he 
preached any sermon, he got 
good by it himself. Thirdly, he 
always went to the pulpit, as if 
he were to give up his account to 
his master. 


fan wns 


MESSIAH SHALL TRUISE THE 
HEAD OF THE SERPENT. 


The late eminent Mr. Bradbu. 
ry, when preaching upon the di- 
vinity of Christ, was hissed at by 
several who were present. ‘The 
good man’s friends were much 
affected with such daring inso- 
fence, and afterwards expressed 
their sorrow to Mr. B. ‘To which 
he very ingenuously replied, * I 
have been bruising the head of 
the old serpent, and no wonder 
you heard the hisses of the gene- 
ration of vipers.” 
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TO AN AFFLICTED BELIEVER. 

First, remember that you are 
not under the law, but under 
gtace; and therefore your stitte 
is good. 

‘Secondly. That you are upon 
earth, and not in heaven ; there- 
tore, your happiness must be in- 
complete. 


APOSTOLIC ANECDOTE, Gal. 


ie ‘ 11-16 Vy; inclusively. 


*¢ Before that certain” Jewish 
zealots, “*came from James” 
who was then at Jerusalem to 
Antioch, Peter ‘“ Did -eat with 
the Gentiles’? there, who had 
embraced the gospel and had not 
submitted to circumcision ; “ But 
when they were come, he with- 
drew, and separated himself”? from 
them, as if he had thought them 
unclean, though the Lord had so 
expressly taught him the contrary 
in a vision, and at the house of 
Cornelius ; and this he did, not 
from any change in his sentiments, 
but purely, as “ Heating them 
which were of the circumcision,” 
being unwilling to displease them, 
and thinking their- censures of 
much greater importance than 
they really were. ‘And the 
other Jews dissembled likewise 
with him ; insomuchthat Barna- 
bas also was earried away with 
their dissimulation.~ But when 
(Paul) saw that they”—Peter 
and others ‘* Walked not up- 
a in this affair, “ Accord- 

ing tothe truth of the gospel,”’ 
which taught the contrary, (“He) 
withstood him to the face, be- 
cause he was to be blamed,” and 
*‘said unto Peter before them all, if 
thou being a Jew, livest after the 


? 


UMAncuy 
manner of the Gentiles, and nos 
asdo the Jews, why compellest 
thou the Gentiles to live as do 
the Jews ?—We who are Jews by 
nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, knewing that 2 mar is 
not justified by the works of the 
law, but ‘by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed 
in Jesus Christ, tha at we might 
be justified by the faith by Christ, 
and not by the works of the “ait 
for by the works of the law shall 
no flesh be justified.” 
Reflections on the preceding 
anecdote. Ist, If ministers were 
less afraid of the censures of mea, 
and more afraid of displeasing an 
holy God, would they not be in 
the way to do much more, than 
they now do, for the glery of 
God ? 2d, How’ great a disgrace 
't is, for a minister of the gospel, 
in any company, to be ashamed 
of its “peculiar and distinguishing 
doctrines of grace, when provi- 
dentially called to defend them ! 
Let such an one look on the 
blame-worthy Peter, and remem. 
ber how, an unshaken Paul treai- 
ed him, for his weak and dis- 
sembling conduct, in the face of 
the whole multitude.—3d. How 
much it concerns highly respect- 
ed ministers cf the gospel, and 
highly respected members in 
every Christian church, to show 
an unshaken firmness, in sup- 
porting all gospel doctrines, and 
such Christian proceedings as arc 


right; and in publicly discoun- 


tenancing all pretended ones, 
which are wrong, lest the weaker 
brethren, like Barnabas and the 
other Jews, be carried away with 
their dissimulation, to da such 
things, as will greatly dishonor 
God and injure the Church. 
Con. Mag: 
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Report of the Directors to the London Missionary Society, at 
their 16th General Mecting, May 10, 1810s 


‘(Co..tinued from page 60 ) 


OTANEITE. 


THE most ‘important intelli. 
gence received during the past 
year, respecting the Mission in 
Otaheite, is from a letter dated 
Nov. 12, 1808, at Huaheine, an 
island about 16 leagues distant 
from it, to which the greater 
part of the Missionaries thought 
it necessary to retire, in conse- 
quence of a civil war which had 
just broken out between Pomare, 
the king of Otaheite, and a party 
of his subjects who wished to dis- 
possess him of his authority. The 
letter which communicates this 
information 1s very short, being 
written in haste, immediately af- 
ter the arrival of the Brethren at 
Huaheine, and when the Perse- 
terance, the vessel which convey- 
ed them to that island was on the 
point of departure. The danger, 
however, does not appear to have 
been very imminent as four of 
the single Brethren were'left, no 
doubt with their own consent, at 
Otaheite ; these, however, the 
letter states, were expected short- 
ly to follow them ; whether they 
did so or not, tke Directors have 
hot yet been informed. Our 
hope is, that if they could retire 
to a place sufficiently remote 
from the scene of conflict, they 


would be able, at the conclusion 


of hostilities; which are seldom 
ef long ¢ontinuance, to resume 


M 


their labours. They were kindly 
received by the chiefs of Hua- 
heine, to Whom they were not 
altogether strangers, as two of 
the Brethren had formerly visited 
that island, and their preaching 
had been favourably received. 
The Missionaries conclude their 
Ietter by “ praying that the Lord 
may over-rule this unexpected, 
and to them, painful dispensation, 
for the further good of the Mis- 
sionary cause.” In this wish the 
Directors sincerely unite, and are 
not without hope that the disper- 
sion of the Missionaries may tend 
to the more extensive diffusion 
of the gospel in the southern isles. 

Sitce our last ameeting, Mr. 
Henry Bicknell, one of the first 
Missionaries who offered his sere 
vices to the Society, and who has 
been a diligent and faithful la- 
bourer at Oraheite from the first, 
arrived in England. He left 
Otdheite in May, 1808, and pro- 
ceeded to Port Jackson, in hope 
ot obtaining a suitable partner in 
life at that settlement ; but not 
succeeding, he canie home, and 
has since been married to a pious 


young woman, with whom he . 


sailed in the Canapa, a ship sent 
out by Government with 100 fe 
male convicts. Mr. and ‘Mrss 
Bicknell were accompanied by 
four other pious women, who 
are now on their way to Port 
Jackson, and who will reside for 
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atime in the colony under the 
care and direction of the Rev. 
Mr. Marsden, the active and 
zealous chaplain of the settle- 
ment. The single brethren at 
Otaheite, who have epresiall am 
earnest wish to enter into the mar- 
ried state, (2 measure which ap- 
peared to them and to tke Di- 
rectors expedient, not only for 
their own a0 ay but forthe 
perpetuity of the Mission,) will 
have an opportunity of visiting 
them at Port Jaékson, and of 
uniting themégelves with pious 
partners, 
example at Otaheite, or any oth- 
er island where they may settle, 
will, it.is hoped, contribute to the 
stability and prosperity of the 
Mission. 

They are also accompanied by 
Tapioe, a native of Otaheite, 

who having a. strong desire to 
visit this country, arrived here 
about :hree years ago, aitera long 
succession of dangers and disap- 
pointments. By the assistance of 
this Society, and other gentlemen 
who felt interested in his welfare, 
he has received considerable in- 
struction, with a view to his be- 
ing qualified to teachhis brethren. 

The directors ackrowledge, 
with gratitude, their obligations 
to Government, who, on the ap- 
plication of Sir Joseph Banks, 
readily granted a free passage to 
the seven persons just mentioned ; 
and also assisted the- Taheitean 
Stranger in bis equipmeht for the 
voyage, furnished him also pres- 
ents for his countrymen, on whom 
it may be hoped the favours con- 
ferred on him may have a _ bene- 
ficial effect. A hope is also in- 
dulged that the conversation of 
the good women who sailed in. 
the Canada, may be rendered 


whose assistance and. 





useful to the female convicts, for 
the instruction of whose children 
they had commenced a school on 
board’ the ship before they left 
Sp! ‘head. 

By conversation with Mr. Bick. 
nell, as we'l as from the journals 
last received, there is reason to 
conclude that although positive 
instances of conversion cannotbe 
produced, yet that a considerable 
degree of knowledge concerning 
the true God, and the methed of 
salvation by Jesus Christ, has 
been generally diffused among 
the ‘Taheiteans. ‘There is also 
reason to hope that. a few individ. 
uals have died in the Lord. A 
seaman who touched at the island 
was brought under serious im. 
pressions, by hearing the Mission- 
aries. He has since proved him- 
celf.a zealous disciple of Christ, 
and has been very useful to many 
of his shipmates.* Although 
the superstitions and cruelties of 
the Taheiteans are yet continued, 
a consciousness of their evil seems 
to be entertained, and their chiefs 
are anxious to conceal them from 
the Missionaries. 

A spelling-book in the Tahete- 
ian language, sent over by the 





* He visited the is!and ina South 
Sea whaler. On the return home, 
from a fear of being impressed, he en- 
tered on board his majesty’s ship the 
Voluntaive. He was afierwards re- 
moved to the Ganges, where he was 
made a signal blessing to his shtpmates, 
so that sixteen, or more,: it is said, 
were awakened to a sense cf religion 
by his instrumeniality. His good 
conduct procured for him the offer of 
promotion ; but he declined it, Fes 
questing only to be made the. ship’s 
corporal, in which office, having the 
case of the boys, he hoped to be “made 
useful ia training them mp in the fear 
of God. 
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Brethren, has been printed in 
London, some hundred copies of 
which Mr. Bicknell has taken 
with him, and which will be very 
serviceabie in the teaching of the 
chiidren. On the whole, the 
Society must patiently wait the 
Lord’s time for that success which 
it is humbly hoped will ultimately 
crown the persevering labours of 
the Brethren. 


ASIA. 


To this most extensive field 
for Missionary exertions we now 
furan our attention, with a soli- 
citude, in*some degree, propor. 
tioned to the immense claims 
which it makes on our benevo- 
lence, and which are derived not 
only from ‘its vast extent and pop- 
ulation, but from other circum 
stances, which more directly re- 
‘late to ourseives, as Britons and 
as Christians. For, for what 
purpose, but the manifestation of 
his own glory, has the great Dis- 
poser of nations placed under the 
control of the British government 
so great a portion of these re- 
gions, and also preserved to us 
that commercial intercourse with 
the great empire of China, which 
other nations have nearly lost? 
Surely the friends of Missions can 
be at no loss for a satisfactory 
eason for these arrangements of 
Divine Providence ! An attentive 
view of this subject must necessa- 
fily present to our minds the most 
powerful ‘motives to Ng ok to 
those unnumbered myriads of our 
fellow-creatures, by every practi- 
‘cable means, that ‘Prenton? gos- 
pel, which forms the glory, and 
we trust will prove the defence, 
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of our native land, to the latest 
posterity. 

‘he events that have transpir- 
ed since our last annual solemni- 
ty, are of mingled nature. 
While we have to Jament the loss 
of a beloved Brother, removed 
from the scene of those interesting 
labours for which he was matur- 
ed by his qualifications as to lan- 
guage and local experience, and 
adore in silence that dispensation 
which our dark and limited minds 
cannot comprehend, we have to 
ack: nowledge with gratitude the 
goodness of our God, in carrying 
safely across the ocean severa} fe 
our dear Brethren and sisters, 
who have reached the shore of 
India in health and safety* 

In the former event, we behold 
a devoted servant of Christ called 
from the work in which he de- 
lighted on earth, to the unmixed 
felicities and nobler services of the 
church triumphant, In the lat- 
ter, we behold the prayer recom- 
mended to the disciples by Jesus 
himself answered, and ‘ more 
Jabourers sent forth into the har- 
vest.” But O with what empha- 
sis are we compelled, with such a 
scene before us, to add—* The 
harvest truly is great, but the Ja- 


' bourers ARE FEw !”? 


N AD RAS . 


Our dear Brother Loveless has, 
during the past year, been so 
much afilict ted by sickness, that 





* vs lie. i3 eerhire ‘en ‘om svc On Bi ict Lec. 
with their famiis, <uled fre m Phita- 
Celphia im May, 1209, anc arrived at 
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ren DPritche Brain, and» Hands, 
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his public labours were for a con- 
siderable time interrupted. Dur- 
inp this interval, our respected 
friend, Mr. Vos, had supplied his 
place with much acceptance ; 
and, atthe datesof Mr. Loveless’ 
last letters, in October, he was 
perfectly restored, and had resum- 
ed.alshis engagements. While 
attentive to the duties of the im- 
portant stations he occupies as a 
preacher, and as master of the 
asylum, he. laments that the 
commencement of the Surat Afis- 
sion, for which he was origirfully 
destined, should have been so 
long delayed, through the cir- 
cumstances which Were fully de- 
tailed in our last Report; and he 
still recommends and encourages. 
its being commenced by suitable’ 
Missionaries. 

He was much cheered at the 
prospect of soon seeing the Breth- 
sen from the Cape of Good Hope, 
and assures us that‘on their arri- 
val at Madras they would all be 
cordially:received ; and that there 
was no ‘obstruction to the two 
Brethren proceeding to the Biram 
Empire. ‘These intimations are 
highly gratifying, after the un- 
worthy attempts that have been 
made, here and im India, to pre- 
judice the public against the Mis- 
sionary cause. 

His ministry in the chapel ap- 
peared to go on comfortably ; 
and much liberali ity in support of 
it began to be manifested among 
the hearers. One of them h: ad 
presented him with 100 star- pa- 
godas (40/.) for the necessary ex- 
pense, so thathe had been ena- 
bied to replace to the Society's 
funds, what had been advanced 
therefrom for the chapei the last 
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(Manca, 


taken was in a prosperous state 
and. so well supported, that 3 a 


proposition had been made to 


commence a female schocl on the 
same plan : the subscription was 
begun, and application had been 
made to Government, to render 
these establishments permanent. 
He says, that if the descendants 
of Europeans, by whose zeal these 
infant seminaries were principal. 
ly raised, had a Missionary 
minister entirely devoted to their 
spiritual instruction, many would 
probably prove ornaments to the 
church of Christ.” 

The death of the Rev. Dr, 
Kerr of Madras, a truly Christian 
muinister, and zealous friend of 
Missions, was announced in our 
last Report, and was justly con- 
sidered as peculiarly afilictive ; 
but it evidently appears that God 
had provided other faithful ser- 
vants like minded, who act cn 
the same kind and liberal princi. 
pies in the support of His cause, 
and in forwarding every plan for 
the diffusing of the light of divine 
truth among the Heathen. 

Our aged Erother Vos, not 
finding himself comfortable at 
Vizagapatam, had, as he former- 
ly purposed, returned to pass the 
remainder of his days*and minis- 
try among his countrymen at 
the cape of Good Hope. 


ay 


Vv _ .GAPATAM, 


« Our Brother Des Cranges, 
though deeply afflicted by the 
romoval of his dear coadjutor, 
continued, with exemplary Gis 
: gence, his labours oi love, m 

caching, preaciing, and transla- 
ae the ®Scriptures and SMai} 
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tracts into Telinga, assisted by 
Anandarayer, formerly a Bra. 
min, who, with his pious wife, ex. 
hibited unequivocal proofs of the 

ower of that glorious gospel, by 
which they had been brought out 
of darkness into marvellous light. 

Suitable steps had been taken 
to facilitate the journey of the 
Brethren Gordon and Lee from 
Bengal to Vizagapatam, which 
we trust has been accomplished ; 
and that this important Mission, 
reinforced by these long expected 
Brethren, is now proceeding suc- 
cessfully, under the fostering 
care of the great head of the 
church. 

Our last letters from Mr. Des 
Granges are dated in August and 
september, 1809. He continues 
to exhibit the power and influence 
of the love of Christ on his heart, 
and appears to be animated by a 
true Missionary spirit. 


Just as he was concluding these 
communications, he had learnt, 


to his great joy, of the arrival of 
his friends Gordon and Lee, with 
their families,in Bengal. Extracts 
from his correspondence will con- 
vey an ideaof his situation and 
exertions, 


IN CEYLON, 


The Missionary Brethren, Palm, 
Errhardt, and Read, continue 
their laudable exertions in differ- 
ent places; but we are ‘much 
concerned to state, that the Mis. 
sionary cause does not prosper in 
the island. Pure agd evangel- 


deal religion is hated and opposed 


by the nomiral Christians. Many 
of the Malays and Cingalese, who 
had been baptized by the Dutch 
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ministers when the island was im 
their possession, have relapsed 
into gross idolatry ; and the blind 
attachment of the natives in gen- 
eral to their abominable idols, to- 
gether with the difficulty of ac- 
quiring the Cingalese language, 
and oe very limited number of 
Missionaries, all combine to 
hinder the progress of the gospel 
in this populous domain of the 
British Empire. 

It is, however, some allevia- 
tion of our regret, that the deso- 
late situation of the inhabitants, 
in a moral and religious point of 
view, seems to be generally felt ; 
in consequence of which the pre- 
siding judge of that island has 
taken measures, we are informed, 
to obtain from home Christian 
teachers, for the instruction both 
of Europeans and of the natives. 
Some good men of high tank in 
military statigns, with whom the 
Directors have had communica. 
tion, are also strongly impressed 
with the feelings of compassion 
towards this destitute people, and 
are anxious to obtain suitable 
help. These good intentions it 
will be the duty and pleasure of 
the Directors to promote as far 
as may be in their power. 

By a dairy received from Mr. 
Errhardt, at Matura, which con- 
tains hiv proceedings from March, 
1808, to the close of that year, it 
appears, thaton the 4th of May, 
only about eight months after the 
period of his painful separation 
from Mr. Vos, his sphere of use- 
fulness was again enlarged ; and 
he was unexvectedly author’ved, 
by a warrant from the governor, 
to perform all the duties of tke 
ministerial office, in Matura, and 
its district. At-Point de Galle 
also, which is near Matura, and 
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where Mr. Vos was formerly sta- 
tioned, until called from thence to 
Columbo by Governor North, he 
was likewise encouraged to dis- 
charge the same duties. He ap- 
pears to have entered on these 
labours in a spiritual frame of 
mind, and in the exercise of that 
Christian prudence which his cir- 
cumstances required. The ex- 
tracts from his dairy in the Ap- 
pendix will sufficiently express 
his situation, views, and avoca- 
tions. 

By a letter from Mr. W. Read, 
dated at Point de Galle, Feb. 14, 
1809, we find that he preached 
to the English soldiers, and visit- 
ed them when confined to the 
hospital ; and ior the last two 
years had also exhorted in Dutch, 
on Lord’s day evenings, in the 
house of a friend. He meets the 
most serious of the people at the 
house of one of the Dutch elders 
Once a week. He continued to 
study the Cingalese language, in 
which he could read, write, and 
speak a little : and hoped by de- 
grees to attain such maturity, as 

to expound the Scriptures in that 
languave. He kept a schoo! for 
teaching Cingalese- and Portu- 
guese boys s the English languaze, 


of which he engr rafted relig riOUS 


instruction ; and had got. two 
approved catechisms transjated 
into Dutch, Portuguese, and 
Lan eateses which he-hepes to get 
printed at Columbo. He asks 
for a ‘eas of Bibles, hymn- 
books, ign heap &e. for his 
echool,ail which will be sent him : 
and says he has no. doubt that 
much good may he done b vy fe 
Missionaries who could spe: aket 
Paaiaieds ade ven da sapieatilast ois 
iog the deplorable darkness of 
uiat peopic, which, like brot’:er 


EMancu, 


Errhardt, he describes and Ja. 
ments in the most affecting terms, 

From Mr. Palm, who was sit. 
uated at Tillipally, near Jaffnap. 
atnam, we have received no al 
accounts than those published ip 
the XXth Number of ‘Lransac. 
tions, dated Feb. 28, 188. [rt 
is probable that his letters and 
journal are on their way ; and 
also communications from Mr, 
Ringeltaube ; (who was at Pal. 
amcotta, in the Tinevelly dis. 
trict ;) but none have yet reacued 
us: it would appear, however, 
by the agent’s account, that the 
latter is employing catechists te 
assist him in his labours. 


> 


Ee 
'MISSION TO INDIA. 


Five missionaries, two gentle. 
men and their wives, and a Siagle 
lady have arrived at New-York, 
on their way to join the Bapust 
Mission at Serampore, in Lben- 
gal. 








ORDINATIONS. 


On Wedveriay the 13th ult. 
the Rev. NaTHaniEL Kawson 


- Was © atoad over the Congreg A 


tional church and society in 
Hardwick. The Rev. Luther 
Leland of Derby made the mtro- 
ductory prayer; the Rev. John 
litch of Danville preached ihe 
sermon ; the Rev. Jonathan fice 
vey of Waterbury made the ccn- 
secrating prayer ; the Rey. Leon- 
ard Worcester of Peacham gave 
the charge ; the Rev. Mr. Fitch 
expressed the fellowship cf the 
churches 3 and the Rev, Chester . 





























1811.) Ordinations.— Poetry.—Invocation. 


la. Wright of Montpelier made the At Hubbardston, Mass. Rev. 








ns, concluding: prayer. Samus. Gay. 

Sit. OrpaINeED, on the 24th of Oct. At Plymouth, Con. Rev. Lu- 
ip- Jast,y over the Congregational truer Harr. 
ter church and society, in ‘Turner, At Goshen, Con, Rev. Joserx 

in Maine, Rev. Atren Greery, Harvey. ~ 

ace late C'utor in Middlebury College. At Hudson, N. Y. Rev. Joun 

It MM AtSaco, Maine, Rev. Jona> Cuestrer. Sermon by Kev. Dr. a 
ind THAN COGSWELL. Bitchor 4d, mf 
ind . a) 
lr, ; 
Male a ce abn 
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INVOCATION. 


Come! Jesus, lovely as thou art, 
The only, source of perfect joy, 
Impress thine image on my heart, 
And sin with all its power destroy. 


tle. 
gle Come! Sun of righteousness, thy rays 
sh Can chaee the low’ring mists awar, 
it Which cloud my soul ; thy smiling face 
as Can give to night the beams of day. 
Come! mighty Savior ! Prince of peace, 
Immanuel, come! and bring with thee, 
Thy richest gifts of heavenly grace, 
And set the slave of satan free. 
Ut. Come! Babe cf Bethlehem, forlorn child, (i 
ON Nurs’d in contempt, reproach, and scorn, | 
5 a- ‘Teach me the virtues, meek and mild, 
| in Which did thy humble life adorn. 
er . 
ro- Come ! Lamb of God, who once was slain 
hn To save a guilty world from death, 
ihe Wash, in thy blood, my every stain, 
ice And purify my tainted breath. 
On- ’ 
on- Come !+Lord of saints and angels, come ! 
ave Reveal thy wondrous love to me, 
tch . Oh ! may thy bosom be my home, 
tae Oh! may I give my a!l to thee. 
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Poetry, §&¢.—To Correspondents. (MAnew, 


COMPARISONS. 


How brittle is glass, and how slipp’ry the ice! 
How fleeting a shadow...a bubble how thin ! 
So brittle, so slippery, so fled in a trice 
Are the joys of the world, and the pleasures of sin. 


How glorious the sun, and how pure is the light ! 
How firm is the rock,.and how boundiess the sea! 
But more full, and more firm, and more pure, and more brip ht, 
Are the blessings, Religion, created by thee. 
Gos. Treas. 


=< 4+ 
AGAINST PROFANENESS. 


Holy and tevérend is thy Maker’s name ; 
With holy rev’rence then pronounce the same, 
While angels bear it, trembling, on their tongues ; 
His love and grace the theme of all their songs, 
‘hat name which angels, high in bliss; adore, 
That sacred ‘name, do thou profane no more ! 

. Ib. 

—< +o 

ON CRUELTY TO BRUTES. 


A man of kindness, to his beast is kind ; 
But brutal actions shew a brutal miad. 
Remember, he who made thee made the brute; 
‘Who gave thee speech and reaton form’d him mute; 
He can’t complain ; but God’s omniscient eye 
‘Beholds thy cruelty ; he hears his cry. 
‘He was-design’d thy servant and thy drudge ; 
But know, that his Creator is thy Judge ! 

. Lb. 


—<— +o 
FOR A LADY’S SAMPLER.. 


Jususs permit thy gracious name to stand, 
As the first efforts of an infant’s hand ; 

And while her fingers o’er this canvas move, 
Engage her tender heart to seek thy love ; 
With thy dear children let her share a part, 


And write thy name, thyself, upon her heart. 
Ib. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We hope * Laurette”? will forgive us for calling her by a wrong namé 
in our last notice to correspondents. The mistake arose from not occurring to 
her manuscript at the time the notice was penned. 

The Communication ‘on the means of salvation” will appear in our nexts 





